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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the debt problems and the debt management, in a
Unit of non-commissioned officer’s families in one office of the Royal Thai Armed Forces. This research
employed qualitative methodology. Key informants of this study were divided into 2 groups as a group of
non-commissioned officer’s families about 12 families who have children aged under 18 years and also
have debts with financial institution affiliated to the military office. Another group was a group of people
related to non-commissioned officer’s families as 1 commander and 3 personels working in the financial
institution affiliated to the military office. Data were collected throush in-depth interview. Research
instruments included interview guides’ tape recorders and observation form of family. Data were analyzed
using content analysis. The research results showed that debt problems of non-commissioned officer’s
families were caused by 2 reasons as (1) family needs both essential and nonessential ones and (2) life
styles imitating consumer’s behaviors and opportunities for learning exchanges according to different social
contexts of non-commissioned officers families’ livings. Regarding the debt managements of non-
commissioned officer’s families, they were divided into 2 groups as (1) 5 self-reliant families who could
manage regular debts by themselves and (2)7 other-reliant families who caught up with debts and needed
helps from other people or resources. Self-reliant families had somewhat practical debt managements
including a clear understanding about debts, creating essential debts, and having potential to pay off debts
by increasing income, reducing expenditure, saving more or doing small investment. For other-reliant
families had poor debt managements as a misunderstanding about debts, having nonessential debts, and

relocating informal debts continuously resulting in debt accumulations instead of resolving their debts.

Keywords: Debt problems, Debt managements, Family, Non-commissioned officers
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